Using and Abusing History in Contemporary Europe
Course Description

	Academic Year: 2009/2010

	Lecturer: Attila Pók, Hungarian Academy of Sciences

	Credits: 5

	Content:

	The course compares the peculiarities of professional historical scholarship to ’using’ history in politics, education and collective memory. The general introduction points out respective theoretical and methodological issues and is followed by case-studies of Eastern and Western European history from the aftermath of World War I to the present. Issues to be discussed include the public uses of history, interpretations of the concepts of perpetrators and victims, the complexity of complicity, historians as nation builders, the role of myths.

Day One Study day

Deák-Gross-Judt pp. 1-36. and Pók 128-139. Write a ’response paper’ not longer than 500 words on The politics of one or two historically motivated national holidays in my country.

Day Two

9.30-12.30:Introductory lecture and seminar on Past and History

14.00 -16.00: Presentation and discussion of response papers

Homework:read Black pp. 1.- 89, prepare a comment (not longer than 500 words) from your national perspective

Day Three

9.30-12.30 Lecture and seminar on Doing and Using History

14.00 – 16.00 watching Chaplin’s Modern Times and German and Soviet propaganda films

Homework: read Black pp. 90-137, write a short comment (not longer than 500 words) on My concept of East and West

Day Four

9.30-12 Seminar based on readings and response papers

13. 30 -16.30 watching Andor Szilágyi’s film: Mansfeld followed by a short discussion

Homework: read Black pp.138-174, write a short comment (not longer than 500 words) on My understanding of authoritarian and democratic societies

Day Five

9.30-11.00 Seminar based on homeworks

11.00- 13.00 Presentations and summary
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	Didactic method: lectures, seminars, prepared discussions with role playing

	Examination method: class attendance 20 per cent, response papers 40 per cent, in-class activity and/or oral presentation 40 per cent

	Didactic support tools: power point presentations, feature and documentary films, internet resources

	Teaching language: English


