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	Content:

	The course intends to familiarize the students with the contemporary approaches to the theory and understanding of democracy and democratization in the context of East Central Europe. Consequently, the first part of the course analyzes the characteristics of democracy in contrast with the non-democratic regimes as they appear in contemporary theories. 
Emphasis is given to the way different non-democratic regimes influence the transition and democratization processes. The second section of the course focuses on the sources, conditions, and prerequisites of democracy, meaning institutional, cultural, social, and economic variables. This section is mainly built upon case studies from CEE countries.
The general aim of the course is to get more thoroughly into the conceptual framework previously defined, by building and exercising more complex analytic abilities. By the graduation of this course, students are expected to be able to:
· properly understand and use concepts as : democracy, democratization, transition, democractic consolidation; modern non-democratic regimes; presidentialism, parliamentarianism, semi-presidentialism; bureaucracy, bureaucratization, rule of law, corruption; electoral systems, political representation, party system, lustration; privatization, sustainable development, poverty; participation, competition, rule of law, accountability (horizantal and vertical), liberty, equality, responsiveness;

· develop a systematic analysis on the quality of democracy, based on empirical evidence;
critically evaluate a scientific analysis on the democratization process in countries from Central and Eastern Europe.
MAIN TOPICS:

1. What democracy is…?

2. What democracy is not…?
3. Liberalization, democratization, redemocratization, transition towards democracy. Theories and concepts.
4. The impact of previous non-democratic regimes on transition to democracy
5. Democracy consolidation - what makes democracy endure?

6. Transition and democratic consolidation in East-Central Europe. Case-studies

7. Conclusion: Reflections on Democratization
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	Didactic method: lecture, seminar, group discussions

	Examination method: 20% - active participation during class discussions and seminars, 30% - class presentation, 50% - academic essay

	Didactic support tools: power point presentations, hand-outs

	Teaching language: English
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