The Symbolic Geography of Europe
Course Description

	Academic Year: 2009/2010

	Lecturer: Csilla Kiss, PhD, ISES Foundation

	Credits: 5

	Content:

	What are the dividing lines within Europe? Where are the borders of Europe? The division of the world into Eastern, Western, or Southern and Northern parts is usually a constructed, rather than “given”. Although we use geographical terms for such divisions, our criteria are usually cultural and always reflect political considerations, and as geopolitical power relations change, they change accordingly. At the same time, external definitions of any given region do not necessarily coincide with the self-definition and identity of the regions in question. These identities in turn are also constructed according to the political or cultural aspirations of the people involved.
The course will examine these issues in Europe. First we will look at some of the theoretical literature used for the mapping of the world, or analyzing how the concept of the “other” is being constructed. Then we will have a closer look at the various regions of Europe, their development throughout history: we will see how their geographical/regional classification changed in the light of political changes in the world. In a larger context we will also debate the various definitions of Europe, its borders, the question of “being European” and the political consequences of the various approaches, especially with respect to European enlargement.

The course is going to be conducted in a seminar format: after a short introduction into the class’ topic, students will have a chance to discuss the assigned readings, as well as any question related to the topic which they might want to raise. Therefore being familiar with the readings is essential for the success of the course and will be taken very seriously. 

Class schedule:
1. Mapping the world: spatial, political and cultural considerations

2. Mapping Europe 1: Eastern/Central Europe, is Russia a European country?

3. Mapping Europe 2: the Balkans, “Balkanization”, South-East Europe, the former Yugoslavia and Turkey

4. The borders of Europe: the enlargement of the European Union: geographic, economic, (geo)political or cultural considerations?
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	Didactic method: lecture, seminar, discussions

	Examination method: research paper

	Didactic support tools: power point presentations, hand outs

	Teaching language: English


