Democratic Transition and Consolidation: East Central Europe in a Comparative Perspective
Course Description

	Academic Year: 2009/2010

	Lecturer: Csilla Kiss, PhD, ISES Foundation

	Credits: 5

	Content:

	The course will address the problems of democratic transition and consolidation in a comparative perspective. The course will provide a theoretical overview of the key issues and offer guidelines about how to study the question. While the focus will be on East Central Europe, comparisons will be drawn between other events that belong to the “third wave of democratization”: Southern Europe and Latin America. A general overview of the theoretical and methodological concerns will be supplemented with student presentations on selected problems and country studies. Beyond offering some insights into East Central European Politics, the main purpose of the course is to provide students with fundamental skills for the study and understanding of regime change and comparative study. 

1. Introduction: how should we study post-communist transformations?
2. The modes of regime change: bargaining, round-table negotiations, revolutions
3. Democratic consolidation: legacies or institutions?
4. Constitution-making and institutional arrangements (country-studies)
5. Transitional justice: how to treat former elites?
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	Didactic method: lecture, seminar, discussions

	Examination method: attendance and participation in discussions: 30%,Short in-class presentation: 30%, 8-10 page long research paper on a topic related to democratic transition, and accepted by the instructor: 40%

	Didactic support tools: power point presentations

	Teaching language: English


