The Reconstruction of the State in Central and Eastern Europe
Course Description

	Academic Year: 2010/2011

	Lecturer: David Coombes, Professor Emeritus, University of Limerick

	Credits: 5

	Content:

	The main focus of this course is on government and public administration in ‘transitional states’ of Central and Eastern Europe and the former USSR since 1990. We shall investigate, particularly, within this focus, and as applicable, the consequences of accession to membership of the European Union, and problems of adjustment to new forms of international relations. However, the chief aim of the course is to develop a deeper and more critical understanding of problems that have typically arisen from exposure of the region to the de-stabilising influences of economic freedom, both internally and externally, as well as other consequences of the demise of state-trading regimes and eventual disintegration of the USSR. Students will be invited to question the ideological implications of hybrid concepts such as ‘Europeanisation’ and ‘democratisation’, and to consider alternative ways of understanding the relevance of ‘post-communist’ experience in terms of the latter’s own significance for politics and government within the European Union, as well as on an international and global scale. We shall also try to evaluate the principles and methods employed by the European Union and international and other donors of development assistance. Examples of more specific topic that might be considered include: the decline of constitutionalism and the rule of law; problems of government formation and succession; weaknesses of policy coordination, financial planning and control, and legislation; obstacles to administrative reform, and to reform of the judiciary; lack of a professional civil service; corruption; deficiencies of parliamentary representation. Students will be encouraged to set these and related issues in an historical and geopolitical context, and to look for ways of constructing a new, more indigenous language of political analysis and problem-solving for the region.

Topics for class discussion and essays:

1. In what main respects did previous experience of the state apparatus under the Communist Party impede the efficient use of public power in Central and Eastern Europe after 1989? (Choose any sub-region or group of countries for your answer.)

2. What is the justification for regarding transition as a process common to all parts of Central and Eastern Europe, as well as one comparable with democratic transitions elsewhere?

3. To what extent and why have political changes in Central and Eastern Europe since 1989 been determined by external rather than internal causes?

4. What is corruption, and why is it seen as such a crucial impediment to good government in Central and Eastern Europe following the demise of the former ruling communist parties?

5. How far does the idea of civil society offer a practical solution to the current problems of governing Central and Eastern Europe?

6. Why, and with what effects, have foreign advisers to new states in Central and Eastern Europe stressed the need to distinguish between politics and administration in the process of government?
7. How can the European Union best aid the recovery of states in Central and Eastern Europe, including both those that have already become member states and those remaining with only associate status?
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It will also be helpful to review material available on the web-sites of the European Union and major international organisations (UNDP, World Bank, OECD, etc)

	Didactic method: lecture

	Examination method: academic essay

	Didactic support tools: hand-outs

	Teaching language: English


