The Transformation of European Civilization 1950-2000 (and beyond…)
Course Description

	Academic Year: 2010/2011

	Lecturer: Elemér Hankiss, Hungarian Academy of Sciences

	Credits: 5

	Content:

	Course Outline:
Why to study culture and/or civilization? Culture as “soft” variable; Culture as “hard” variable; 9/11; The global crisis (2008/2010); A systemic approach: The cultural dimension; Crisis management
European civilization: difficult complexities: Surviving historical patterns; Contemporary complexities; The global value map: Complex influences, Economic, Political, Cultural.

The Crisis of European civilization? Crises in the history of European Civilization; 1900 – 2000: Crisis or transformation? Crises and responses: Totalitarian ideologies, New forms of fundamentalism, New forms of nationalism, New forms of democracy, Neo-liberalism, Neo-conservatism, The welfare state, Late capitalism, Global capitalism, New technologies, The Information Age, Postmodernism, Consumer civilization.

The Great Transformation: New individualism, New hedonism, New Stoicism and Epicureanism, Neo-Platonism, New rationalism, New irrationalism, New Skepticism.
Consumer civilization: Its origins, Its characteristics, Its boundaries, Consumer civilization as “Proletarian Renaissance”, Renaissance and “Proletarian Renaissance”, Superficial similarities, Essential similarities, Postmodernism and the civilization of consumption, The social structure of the Proletarian Renaissance, Re-enchantment of the world, Two worlds, The loss of meaning, The absurd, the experience of “Nothing”, New myths, The re-enchantment of the world.
The myth of the self: The cult of the human personality, “Who are you?” Celebrities, Gods and goddesses, Myth in the superlative, The glory and the of gods, Imitatio Dei, Care for the self: past and present, The destruction of the self.

The loss of transcendence: The cult of the moment, the loss of meaning, The cult of intensity.

Fear and civilization: “Eternal carnival” and “dance of death”, The self in boundary situations, Death in the civilization of consumption; The Beauty and the Death; The existential moment; The Wheel of Fortune; The Fall of Princes; The scandal.

The Trivial and the Tragic: The duality of human condition; Everyday trivialities and their existential deep structure; The washing machine and the Holy Grail; The world of symbols; The shopping center; “The social enterprise of world building.”

Experience society: Information Age versus Experience society; Consumer civilization: is it a civilization?

Culture versus Civilization: Can they be distinguished?Definitions, functions, Genesis and motivation, Contemporary discussions.
Civilization: Cycles and Centers: Continuity and change; Centers of the world; Sources of radiation; Symbols of power; USA: changing radiation; Europe: centres of radiation; Alternative Europes; Europe: A Model? The two faces of Europe.

What has the European Union to do with all this?
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	Didactic method: lectures, papers, group discussion

	Examination method: One seminar paper of 3000 to 4000 words; One individual or group presentation linked to the paper.

	Didactic support tools: power point presentations

	Teaching language: English


