Minorities: Conflicts and Guarantees
Course Description

	Academic Year: 2010/2011

	Lecturer: Gábor Kardos, ELTE

	Credits: 5

	Content:

	I. Minorities: who they are?

· What are the reasons of minority conflicts?

· The main features of minority coflicts.

· The special problems in Central and Eastern Europe

· Why are the minorities percieved as national security risks?

II. Why should we protect the rights of minorities?

· Who should protect the rights of minorities?

· The different levels of protecion.

· Anti-discrimination and equality: basic concepts

· Anti-discrimination legislation in the UN, in the Council of Europe and in the EU

III. The concept of special minority rights.

· Art.27 of the UN International Covenant of Civil and Political Rights

· The UN Declaration

· The case law of the European Court of Human Rights

· The European Framework Convention on the Protection of National Minorities

IV. A special instrument: The European Charter of Regional or Minority Languages

· Do the minorities have the right to self-determination?

· The ethnically based federations and the minority autonomy regimes.

· Kin state: supporter or troublemaker?

	Didactic method: lecture, seminar, group discussion

	Examination method: presentation

	Didactic support tools: power point presentations

	Teaching language: English


