The European Constitution: Implementing The Treaty Of Lisbon
Course Description

	Academic Year: 2010/2011

	Lecturer: David Coombes – University of Limerick, Guy Vanhaeverbeke

	Credits: 5

	Content:

	The course will review essential aspects of the development of the European Union’s  legal and constitutional basis subsequent to the Maastricht Treaty of 1993, but paying particular attention to recent and current efforts to implement the latest major step towards giving the Union a full constitution: the Treaty of Lisbon signed on behalf of all 27 member states on 13 December 2007. The purpose is to give students an up-to-date knowledge and understanding of why it has been thought necessary to provide the EU with a constitutional basis of its own, how such an attempt has been made, and what have been the main legal and political obstacles to the constitutional project so far. Thus it will also be necessary for students to become sensitive to the crucial differences between the European Union and ordinary international organizations, to the political ideas influencing the course of European integration, including federalism, and especially to the economic and social conditions in which the integration of Europe has proceeded.

The course is given jointly by two visiting professors who combine academic expertise with practical experience of working in European and international institutions. The seminars will be conducted mainly on the basis of a free-ranging discussion among students moderated by the professors, and assessment will be based on a simulation exercise to be organized during the course.

Topics for seminars

1. The constitutional process in the EU since 1993, and an analysis of the main differences of approach to institutional development and reformation.

2. An overview of the Treaty of Lisbon and analysis of its contents, paying attention especially to the expansion of its core element, the acquis communautaire, as well as to institutional innovations such as the Presidency of European Council, and the External Action Service.

3. External Relations of the EU: from “Political Cooperation” to “Common Foreign and Security Policy” and now to “European Security and Defence Policy”, including a review of the methods and consequences of enlargement of membership of EU.

4. Economic and Monetary Union: achievements and shortcomings, and review of different methods of improving economic government within the EU, in the light of the continuing global financial crisis, and the relevance of “economic and social cohesion”.

5. Filling the “democratic deficit”: the increasing status and powers of the European Parliament and the role and future prospects of European political parties.

6. Emergence of a European civil society and of European citizenship, what these concepts mean, what is their legal and institutional foundation in practice, how that foundation might be strengthened.

The fourth day (Thursday) will be free for research, and preparation of the simulation exercise, which will occupy the whole of the fifth day (Friday).
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	Didactic method: lecture, seminar, group discussion

	Examination method: simulation exercise

	Didactic support tools: hand outs

	Teaching language: English
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