20th Century History of Europe with a Special Focus on Central Europe
Course Description

	Academic Year: 2009/2010

	Lecturer: István Bariska, Phd, ISES Foundation

	Credits: 5

	Content:

	The course will provide a historical survey of 20th century Central European history, which is a history of a region that encompasses contemporary Germany, Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Austria, Hungary, Slovenia and Croatia.

Unlike a considerable amount of previous lectures onthe region the course will not cover the eastern part of Central Europe – Poland, the former Czechoslovak Republic, and Hungary – as one region belonging distinctly to „The East” and the western part of Central Europe – Germany and Austria – as another that is part of „the West”, nor will it venture out onto the Balkan Peninsula or into Russia, as many surveys of the post-1945 Communist version of „Eastern Europe” have done in the past.

The lectures will try to cover a lot of ground; from the fall of the Habsburg Empire at the beginning of the 20th century to the fall of the Soviet empire at the end of the 20th century and it will scrutinize the formation and the changes of national, ethnic, social identity in the region.

One of the guiding ideas behind the lectures will be to look at historical patterns of conflict, cohabitation and cooperation in Central Europe.The lectures will try to acquaint the students with central events in the histories of the smaller peoples in the region. They will be thematically organized around key issues or events important to understanding the period addressed.
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	Didactic method: lecture, seminar

	Examination method: presentation

	Didactic support tools: power point presentations

	Teaching language: English


