The Polity and Politics of the European Union
Course Description

	Academic Year: 2010/2011

	Lecturer: Jan Erik Grindheim, Associate Professor of European Integration, University of Agder

	Credits: 5

	Content:

	This course gives you a comprehensive understanding of institutions, political processes and policy areas of the European Union. It offers you a real-life view of what the institutions of the EU and its member states do and how they interact in the policy-making procedures of the EU as a political system. Furthermore, you are introduced to the most important theories of European Integration and debates on what kind of political, legal and economic system the European Union is.
Learning outcomes

After this course, you should be able to answer the questions designated to each lecture, and to discuss different views on the history and institutional development of the European Union from its beginning as an intergovernmental economic community in the 1950s to its present supragovernmental and constitutional structure as a political union, the political processes and politicisation of the European Union and changes in its institutional structures and functions from the introduction of the Treaty on European Union in 1993 until the present proposals of the Lisbon Treaty, the most important policy areas of the European Union and its member states, with special attention paid to the social cohesion and regional policy and the common foreign and security policy.

Useful links

The European Union homepage
www.europa.eu
The History of the EU
www.historiasiglo20.org/europe/
European Integration History Index
vlib.iue.it/hist-eur-integration/Index.html

European Navigator
www.ena.lu
Part I: POLITY

1. Introduction: The European Union Today

2. Institutional Structure [INTERACTIVE SEMINAR]

Question: What are the main political institutions of the European Union and what institutions are seen as primarily intergovernmental and supragovernmental?

3. Theories of European Integration

Question: What are the main groups of European integration theories and how do you see the institutional structure of the EU in relation to these theories? 

4. A Multi-Level Legal and Political System?

Question: How is membership of the European Community/European Union changing the territorial sovereignty of a member state?

Part II: POLITICS

5. Democratisation and Politicisation

Questions: What are the main political parties and party groups in Europe today? How are they represented in the European Parliament?
What does it mean to the political decision-making processes of the European Union that the party composition of the European Parliament and the Council at times can differ? 

What is meant by a democratic deficit in the processes of policy-making in the European Union? If such a deficit exists, how can it be reduced?

6. Social Cohesion and Regional Development

Question: What are the main differences between what is called negative and positive integration in the EU? How do you see the social cohesion and regional development funds in relation to the two forms of integration? 

7. Common Foreign and Security Policy

Question: What are the main characteristics of the European Union’s Common Foreign and Security Policy? What kind of decision-making procedures are related to this policy in the European Union and beyond?

8. Conclusion: Deepening and Widening the European Union? 

Question: Describe the enlargements and treaty changes of the European Community/European Union from 1957 to 2007. Are there any connections between the two processes?
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	Didactic method: lecture, seminar, group discussion

	Examination method: academic essay

	Didactic support tools: power point presentations

	Teaching language: English


