EU Law & Institutions
Course Description

	Academic Year: 2010/2011

	Lecturer: Matej Accetto, University of Ljubljana

	Credits: 5

	Content:

	The course is intended to provide students with a solid understanding of the EU legal order and institutional set-up. It starts by revisiting the basic tenets of EU law but aims to encourage and enable a better grasp of its public law & policy dimension, both the everyday operation and the political limits of the polity.

The first four lecture sessions cover the main features of EU law and institutions: the constitutional development of the European Union (the development of European integration from the Treaties of Paris and Rome to the Treaties of Maastricht, Amsterdam, Nice and Lisbon; the development of the “constitutional” structure of the EU as a polity); the institutional set-up of the European Union (the EU institutions and their respective roles, the law-making powers and processes); the legal order of the European Union (the procedures of judicial review before ECJ, the development of EU law, general principles of EU law, protection of fundamental rights in the EU); the relationship between EU law and the legal orders of the Member States (constitutional: principle of primacy or supremacy, institutional: principle of subsidiarity, legal: duty of loyal cooperation).

The four seminar sessions are dedicating to building on the lectures with brief introductory remarks, discussions and presentations on particular topics concretising the general framework, which will be drawn from the following: locating the finalité of future EU integration and limits of European political community (including the discussion of the mental maps of Europe, the European identity, minority protection etc.); evaluating the institutional balance of powers with regard to a classical separation of powers approach (both at the horizontal EU level and in the vertical relationship of the EU and the Member States); case studies of judicial review (which can pertain to internal market and one of the four fundamental freedoms and/or to the protection of human rights) reinterpreting the issues of federalism, sovereignty and autonomy (addressing examples of finding the right balance between the EU and Member States).
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	Didactic method: lecture, group discussion

	Examination method: a research paper or a written test

	Didactic support tools: power point presentations, discussion of reading materials, interpretation of rulings of the Court of Justice of the European Union, hypothetical case studies, presentations using

	Teaching language: English


