The Politics of International Cooperation and Regional Integration
Course Description

	Academic Year: 2010/2011

	Lecturer: Philippe C. Schmitter, Professor Emeritus, European University Institute

	Credits: 5

	Content:

	This Course is designed to explore the phenomenon of cooperative behavior among consenting states and non-state actors at several levels: the global, the regional, and the functional. It will begin with an overview of approaches to international relations, with special emphasis on the changing role of the state as its (allegedly) central actor. We will then examine the literature on global international organizations, governmental (lGOs) and non-governmental (NGOs), before switching to competing theories about the dynamics of less comprehensive organizations based on regional and/or functional criteria.

After an extensive review of the theoretical “classics,” we will organize a number of panels on specific experiences with efforts as international cooperation-regional integration. Since the EU is well covered in other seminars at the EUI, we will spend only two sessions on it — one on its “stateness” another on its “democratic-ness” — or the lack thereof. Depending on student interest, we will schedule other sessions on Mercosul, NAFTA, ASEAN, and so forth. We will conclude with an evening session speculating about the possible emergence of a new global system of cooperative international relations.

Course Outline:
I. Introduction to the (Changing) Interstate System: realism, Neo-Realism and Beyond

II. International Organizationism

III. Regionalism (plus a little transactionalism and federalism)

IV. Functionalism

V. Neo-Functionalism

VI. Intergovernmentalism: Liberal or Not?

VI. Interdependence-ism and Regime-ism

VII. Case Study: What Kind of Euro-Polity? 

VIII: What kind of Euro-Democracy?

IX. Case Study: Youth America (MERCOSURIL)

X. The Future of international Cooperation-Integration
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	Didactic method: lecture

	Examination method: academic essay

	Didactic support tools: power point presentations

	Teaching language: English


