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David Coombes was born in 1940 in Saltash, Cornwall, United Kingdom. After completing his Bachelor of Arts second class (Philosophy, Politics and Economics), and Master of Letters (Politics) at the University of Oxford, he became an assistant lecturer in Political Studies. He was lecturer and professor at the University of Reading and Loughborough University. He became the senior research fellow at the Hansard Society for Parliamentary Government and the Policy Studies Institute in London, UK.

David Coombes spent later years in the Kyrgyz Republic, where he worked at the UNOPS/UNDP and contributed mainly to the EU-TACIS program. He also worked in Serbia and Montenegro at the UNDP as senior policy adviser; and was an expert consultant in Tajikistan at the World Bank. In the 1990s his contribution to the EU-PHARE program in Slovakia and Hungary and EU-TEMPUS program in Bulgaria was of major importance. He worked at the EU Commission’s Directorate-General and Secretariat General and also at the Economic and Social Committee of the EC, Brussels.

Professor Coombes has taught in numerous universities all over Europe and the world, including the University of Amsterdam, Birkbeck College, University of London, The Queen’s University (Belfast), the Erasmus University (Rotterdam), the European Centre for Peace Studies (Stadtschlaining), College of Europe (Bruges), and the University of Bristol where he has been visiting fellow since 2005.

David Coombes has written and edited numerous books, among others: Politics and Bureaucracy in the European Community - a Portrait of the Commission of the EEC (London: 1970); Representative Government and Economic Power (London: Heinemann Educational, 1982); Ireland and the European Communities: ten years of membership, editor (Dublin: Gill MacMillan, 1983); Seven Theorems in Search of the European Parliament (London: 2000); and work in progress: James Madison and Jean Monnet: The Federal Alternative to State Failure: a 300-page monograph.

