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Dr. Ryszard Praszkier is the Professional Development and Training Director for International Staff in Ashoka and is the Director for Bridge for Universities and Society (BUS), Global Initiative of Ashoka. Joined Ashoka as the Poland Country Director in 1994, launching the Ashoka program from scratch. 

Prior to working at Ashoka, Ryszard was a practicing family psychotherapist, Founding Director of the Community Mental Health Center for Children and Youth in Warsaw, and the Polish national supervisor for psychotherapy. Involved in community mental health and prevention programs.  He has authored over 20 books and articles on the emotional dimension of children and families, and has presented at international conferences on family psychotherapy in England, Finland, Germany, Austria, and the U.S. 

During the 1980s, Ryszard participated in the underground Polish Solidarity movement, e.g. publicized under a false name an illegal manual for Solidarity activists “How to survive police interrogation”. Was a consultant for Solidarity candidates for the first free elections in 1989. In the early 1990’s was a co-founder of several grassroots NGO’s. 

In the 90s he has coordinated Ashoka's expansion to the Baltics and helped building nominators network in the US; also participated in launching Ashoka in Ireland and Great Britain. 

Along with staff and Ashoka Fellows in Poland, Ryszard launched Ashoka's School for Social Entrepreneurship (BUS,) an initiative designed to link business students and social entrepreneurs in productive, hands-on internships. He has been involved in designing Ashoka's staff training programs and has facilitated training events for staff. 

Collaborates with the University of Warsaw, Complex Systems Research Center (www.complexsystems.edu.pl) researching social entrepreneurship; has completed a research “Social Entrepreneurs and Social Activists: A Comparative Analysis,” also authored and co-authored several articles on this issue. His Ph.D. dissertation was on the specific personality traits and specific methods used by social entrepreneurs. 

Has been chairing the Ashoka selection panels in Canada (6 times,) Uganda (3 times,) Nepal (3 times,) Pakistan (5 times,) USA, Bangladesh, India, Nigeria (twice) and Indonesia, also doing 2nd opinion reviews in Hungary and Germany. 
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