The Economics of European Integration
Course Description

	Academic Year: 2009/2010

	Lecturer: Zoltán Pogátsa, PhD, ISES

	Credits: 5

	Content:

	The aim of this course is to introduce students to the economic theories that are behind Euro-pean integration after WWII. Heavy emphasis is put on free trade agreements, customs un-ions, the single internal market as well as the common European currency. The course also discusses the common budget, as well as development transfers and the place of the EU in global trade. Economic theories are complemented by relevant developments in facts and fures.

The course has a natural focus on the countries of Central and Eastern Europe as new member states of the Union. It attempts to draw up linkages between their transitions to a market economy and their membership in the EU, and discusses the effects of the latest global financial crisis.

Outline:

1.
Introduction: Economic Integration

2.
Balassa’s Five Steps Model of European Economic Integration

3.
Free Trade Area

4.
Customs Union

5.
Single Internal Market

6.
Economic and Monetary Union

7.
The Common Budget

8.
Internal Transfers

9.
The EU in the Global Economy

10.
Conclusions
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	Didactic method: lecture, seminar, group discussion

	Examination method: written test or academic essay

	Didactic support tools: power point presentations

	Teaching language: English


